Genetic susceptibility to respiratory diseases.
As a result of the progress in molecular biology and genetics over the last 20 years, now it seems clear that the pathogenesis of most diseases is influenced by the genotype, the environment and the nature of the process which leads to the injury. Current evidence also suggests that genetic factors are associated with susceptibility to pulmonary diseases. The author reviews some of these complex interactions suggesting that even the inflammatory response during lung injury can be influenced by genetic polymorphisms.